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Readings: Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion | USCCB 

 

We are finally here 

After weeks of waiting, we are finally here, the moment Jesus was 

dreading, the moment proclaimed in the Jordan river – when he would 

be baptized in the sins of the world. We’ve arrived at the foot of that 

cross, where everything that Jesus came to do was rejected. After a 

lifetime of prayer and study, after three years of hard work, teaching, 

traveling on foot for days on end, and risking his own life to reveal 

God’s love, it all came down to an embarrassing end. Jesus was left 

naked to die alone on the cross. I wonder if those looking up at Jesus on 

the cross wondered: what was the point? Why go through all of that 

when at the end, this is what you get? You die alone? 

Loneliness. Maybe you’ve experienced it… like reaching a point 

in your life when after so much struggle, so much hard work, so many 

sacrifices to achieve something seem to fall by the wayside as no one 

seems to care or even acknowledge your efforts. It is so tempting in that 

loneliness to look back at your life and wonder; what was the point? 

Everything was in vain! And slowly loneliness begins to overpower.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/041522.cfm
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The experience of loneliness makes us weaker… so many people 

fall into despair when they suddenly find themselves in the hands of 

loneliness, and that is a very vulnerable place to be.  

In that vulnerable state, we are willing to do anything to deal with 

that lonely feeling – either to hide it or escape it. We hand ourselves to 

the feelings of anger and resentment against people to make us feel 

better. We hand ourselves over to sexual pleasure in any form just to 

find a sense of affirmation. We hand ourselves over to other identities 

because our personality and who we are is obviously not desirable 

enough to people. We hand ourselves to abusive relationships– be it with 

another person or a substance, to fill the empty space. For some, 

loneliness is so unbearable, that they prefer to hand themselves over to 

death. Loneliness.  

Jesus comes right into that experience, and from the start of his 

passion, as he agonizes in in the garden, just when he needed the 

spiritual and emotional support of his disciples, he is left to suffer alone. 

The letter to the Hebrews makes the point in saying that it was here, in 

the garden, where Jesus offers prayers and supplications with loud 

cries and tears to the only one who was able to save him… because 



Homily | Year C | Triduum | Holy Friday | 04/15/2022 

3 

 

clearly no one else wanted to hear them, no one else cared, he was 

completely alone. Anyone would have looked back and thought: what 

was the point…? 

But Jesus must come right into that experience to show us 

precisely that we are not alone, so that we stop handing ourselves over 

to the many forms of desperation that loneliness brings, and he does so, 

as we saw yesterday, by handing himself over to us, if we are able to 

recognize him.  

So often Jesus is before us, but we hand him over – either because 

we don’t want him, or are too blind to recognize him. We see that 

happening clearly in John’s gospel; from his arrest to being hung on the 

cross, Jesus was handed over from one person to another. It might seem 

that Jesus was completely at the hands, at the mercy, of those in 

authority who end up killing him… that would make everything he did 

useless, worthless, as he ended up completely rejected and alone, but 

John brings us in a little secret: throughout the whole ordeal, Jesus is 

actually in control of the entire situation, he is the one who has authority 

of everything and everyone. While for most of us, we end up in the 
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hands of loneliness, loneliness ends up in the hands of Jesus. Jesus takes 

control of loneliness so that loneliness will no longer control us. 

Let’s go back to the garden, where Jesus has the first experience of 

loneliness. When they come to arrest him and ask who of them is Jesus, 

he declares “I am.” He uses the name of God that was given to Moses in 

the burning bush, a name which has authority. Jesus begins his passion, 

clearly stating his authority. Only then does he allow them to place their 

hands on him. 

They take him into the hands of Annas and Caiaphas who had high 

priestly authority, and they question Jesus to see if he would retract 

what he was saying, but instead of excessing their priestly authority to 

recognize God’s authority before them, they use it to accuse him, they 

became obstacles, trying to make Jesus feel like he is alone and that no 

one believes him. Jesus, exercising his priestly authority he had taken on 

the night before, affirms everything in truth, does not retract. Annas and 

Caiaphas were taken back, they could sense that yes this man spoke with 

some sort of authority beyond their, but like all the images we have 

veiled here, they could not see where it came from. Maybe they were 
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afraid of looking their own authority, they didn’t know what to do, so 

instead they just hand him over to someone else.  

Jesus is now in the hands of Pilate who held kingly authority. 

Pilate asks… “they say you are a king… tell me something about that… 

don’t you know I have the authority over what happens to you?” Jesus 

responds, “you have no authority over me… your kingdom is earthly, 

mine is not.”  

Pilate is torn… he has an opportunity to become a prophet, to 

speak on behalf of the authority of God he realized was in front of him, 

he could recognize it, he wanted to do the right thing… but at the end, he 

doesn’t know what to do. Maybe he was afraid of what that would mean 

for him… that it would end his reign… so he decides not to accept it, 

and hands Jesus over to the crowd, to us. 

The crow then seems to take control, beating, ridiculing, spitting, 

taking everything from him, even the last of his belonging as he is left 

alone and naked on the cross. It might seem like the crowd was the one 

about to hand over his life to death, but even John assures us He is in 

control: “When Jesus had taken the wine, he said, “It is finished.” And 
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bowing his head, he handed over the spirit.” From the very beginning of 

his passion, to the end, Jesus takes control of every lonely experience.  

That is what we see in the cross, loneliness yes, but more than that, 

it is God’s authority over loneliness, so Jesus invites us to recognize his 

authority over those experiences of our lives.  

Most of us don’t know what to do with loneliness. Like Pilate, we 

struggle with being good people and wanting to do the right thing, but 

afraid of being fully submissive to God’s authority in our lives. We 

don’t consider ourselves to be bad people, but we know we are not fully 

good either. We want to place ourselves in the hands of God, but often 

find ourselves handing God’s authority over to someone or something 

else out of fear… fear of being vulnerable and ending up alone.   

That is the tension that Jesus awakens in all of us, and the 

invitation is to allow ourselves to be place totally in the hands of God 

and under the authority of God’s feet. Yesterday we found Jesus in our 

hands and under our feet, sharing his authority to love with us, and today 

we find ourselves in the hands of Jesus, and under his feet at the foot of 

the cross.  
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His death took off the veil, we know whom we are looking at… 

and in faith we know that what might seem for many a sign of failure, it 

is God’s compassionate presence, suffering with us, assuring the world 

that we are never alone, no matter how lonely life might seem at times.  

The cross invites us to recognize God’s authority and power in our 

lives. All Jesus asks is that we look up, and stop handing him over, he is 

before us.  

 


